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[ Extracted from the GeotoatcaL, Magazine, Decade IV, Vol. VIII, 


No. 447, p. 429, September, 1901. ] 


BARON NILS ADOLF ERIK NORDENSKIOLD, 


Pu.D., For. Mems. Gron. Soc. Lonp., Naruranist anp ARCTIC 
EXPLORER. 


Born November 18, 18382. Diep Avucust 18, 1901. 


Wirn deep regret, we have to record the sudden death near 
Stockholm of Professor Baron Nordenskiéld, the eminent Naturalist 
and Arctic Explorer. Of a Swedish family long settled in Finland, 
Nordenskiéld was born in Helsingfors, the capital of that country, 
his father, Dr. Nils Gustaf Nordenskiéld, the eminent mineralogist, 
who died in 1866,' being at that time Director of Mines for Finland. 
Naturally, therefore, his ardent sympathies were always enlisted in 
favour of the land of his birth. 

His family had long been eminent in science, and his inherent 
tastes were fostered and developed by the surroundings of his home 
at Frugard, which contained extensive collections of minerals and 
natural history specimens, and by his journeys with his father. On 
entering the University of Helsingfors in 1849 he devoted himself Ly Vn 
almost entirely to scientific studies, spending his vacations in ‘ 
excursions to the rich mineral localities of Finland. In 1855 he cae ie Sane 
took his degree as licentiate, and was immediately appointed a mining 
official of the Government. From this post, however, he was 
dismissed in the same year for having indulged in pleasantries at 
the expense of the Russian Government at a private students’ feast. 

A temporary absence being deemed advisable, he 
studies at Berlin, but in 1857 


continued his 
returned to take his doctor’s degree at 
Helsingfors. As ill-luck would have it, however, a deputation from 
the Swedish Universities was then entertained at Helsingfors, and the 
young doctor in an after-dinner speech again showed his sympathies 


| See Gror, Maa., 1866, Vol. III, p- 288. 
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too plainly. The affair might have been smoothed over, but 
Nordenskidld refused to apologise, and was banished the country. 

As may be supposed, the viking philosopher was received with 
open arms by the Swedes, and after little more than a year was 
appointed Professor and Keeper of the Mineralogical collections at the 
Vetenskaps-Akademi in succession to Mosander. Earlier in the same 
year (1858) he had entered on his Arctic travels by accompanying 
Torell to Spitzbergen, and in 1861 the two geologists undertook 
a more complete exploration of the island. Three years later 
Nordenskidld headed an expedition, which mapped the southern 
part of Spitzbergen, and started the great work of measuring an 
arc of the meridian in those regions. ‘The explorers met with some 
shipwrecked walrus hunters, however, and were obliged to return, 
their provisions being inadequate to maintain so large an addition 
to the party. Nordenskiéld now had higher ambitions, but money 
was lacking, and turning for help to the rich merchants of Gothenburg 
he initiated the long alliance with Oskar Dickson, productive of 80 
much good to Arctic exploration. The steamer Sofia, which carried 
the winter post to Gotland, was obtained, and in 1868 Nordenskiéld, 
si a om ei. ae od F. W. von Otter, as 
: ae + Paeinciie : a wack he high latitude of 81 deg. 
1827, going with iieiess. ton “the Heel a ate who te 
aa ci ace * - ecla in the same direction, 
more than eck: ie b Charle a il, eae ae spiene 
Payer in 1874 (aor sf ; * ae all, w lang 1871 omnis 82° 16’, 
of the Greely Expedition a oR oa — ) eee 
Nansen (86° 1) ie =a ; ee ak eae the exploits of 
will be fresh in the memor ee ; en. eee 

Th 870 Ronfenckicla ast out on a short. visi 
ascertain if poasible,, oe tant : “a High as pene 5 ~ 
for sledge-journeys to the pole é D i ae ra eras 
made an expedition into the ston on i eta Sn Ge - 
examined the Tertiary plz ibe the inland ice-sheet and 

<4 ertiary plant deposits at Atanekerdluk : 
discovered erect bituminized tree-tr aay more 
0 Z ree-trunks of Tertiary age in sitd, 


roving , 
Nah ue grown upon the spot (some were 2 feet in 
ie » associated wi , av ews 
é ith beds of lignite and layers of dicotyle- 


donous leaves } i 
Ae ae A also made important observations upon the 
Sheet and the glaciers on the coast, and discovered the 


great ake 

ee, povallet meteoric iron at Ovifak, the largest of 
; g about 19 tons ig 2 Ke oe 

(See Prof, Nordonskis ons, the next 8 tons, and the third 6 tons. 


: i 1’s account of his voy : 7 
MON oc ocg cr of his voyage, Gor. Mac., 1872 
now a. ae et ee 516, and 88.) These masses are 
probably in Mioomre . telluric origin and to have been ejected 
flows through which wn wy .times, with the deep-seated basaltic 
gh which metallic iron, of a similar character, is found 


to be di i 
sseminated. His raft 
fq : . is belief in ir cosmic onic 
fortunate in go fay their cosmic origin, however, was 


meteorites, while hie a Nordenskiéld to the further study of 
ice-ficlds led tot servations on the surface of the Arctic 


: he well-k : 
iis dust. € well-known speculations on the falling of 
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Nordenskidld felt convinced that he could reach a much higher 
latitude by wintering in Spitzbergen and utilizing sledges. 
Accordingly he sailed thither in 1872 in the Polhem, accompanied 
by two tenders. Unfavourable conditions of the ice rendered the 
geographical results less important than he hoped; but he discovered 
fossil plants of great importance to the history of climatology during 
former geological epochs. Moreover, with Lieutenant Palander, 
now the Swedish Minister of Marine, he successfully surveyed part 
of North-East Land, and in the following July the vessels were 
extricated from their winter quarters at Mossel Bay, on the north 
coast of Spitzbergen, and returned home richly laden with important 
scientific collections. 

Nordenskiéld now turned his attention to the exploration of 
Siberian waters, and in 1875, following the pioneers Carlsen (1869) 
and Wiggins (1874), he sailed through the Kara Sea to the Yenissei, 
and ascended the river in a small boat, returning home overland. 


oS 
In the following year, after a flying visit to the Philadelphia 


Exhibition, he introduced merchandise by sea to Siberia, returning 
in the autumn with his steamer by way of the Kara Sea and 
Matotschkim Sound. These experiences gave Nordenskisld a 
reasonable hope of accomplishing the North-East Passage, and 
the King of Sweden, Mr. Oskar Dickson, and Mr. Sibiriakoff at 
once lent their aid to the project. 

In July, 1878, Nordenskiold, with Palander as navigator, started 
in the Vega, accompanied by two smaller ships. She was the first 
vessel to double the most northern point of the Old World—Cape 
Tchelyuskin. She wintered near Behring’s Straits, and once more 
free in July, 1879, reached Japan on September 2. Aftera triumphal 
passage home around Asia and Europe, Nordenskiéld was enthu- 
siastically welcomed at Stockholm on April 24, 1880, and laden 
with honours, being created Baron and appointed a Commander of 
the “Nordstjerne Orden” (Order of the North Star). In 1883 
Nordenskiéld made his second voyage to Greenland, where he 
investigated the inland ice, and succeeded in penetrating with a ship 
through the dangerous ice-barrier along the east coast of that country 
south of the Polar circle, a feat in vain attempted during three 
hundred years by different Arctic expeditions. 

Thus, at the age of 51, he brought to a close a career of 
exploration comparable in the magnitude of its results with that 
of a Vasco di Gama or a Maghelhaéns. But his intellectual activity 
was by no means ended. His own explorations furnished material 
for numerous books and memoirs, such as the account of his first 
visit to Greenland in 1870 (see Grou. Maa., loc. cit.), “The 
Voyage of the Vega round Asia” (1881), and the “Second Swedish 
Expedition to Greenland” (1885). His professional work as Keeper 
of the Mineralogical Division of the State Museum in Stockholm 
led him to contribute many valuable papers to the publications of 
the Academy of Science and various technical journals, as those in 
which he described the new minerals Crookesite, Laxmannite, 
Thaumasite, and Cleveite. Combined with his love of active 
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5 interest in the history of past geog raphical 
velopment of cartography, This gave rise to 
simile Atlas to the Early History 
ted by Ekeléf and Sir Clements 
; complementary work, illustrated 
i \ductions of ancient manuscript maps 
tolani, and issued in 1897 under the title “ Periplus: an 

n the y history of Charts and sailing dire tions,” the 
sh translation being by F. A. Bather. Nordenskiéld, indeed, 
1d thus it is that when the Vega reached 
his stay there in buying up every book and 
lay han is on, thus forming the finest collection 


J s in Europe. A catalogue of it, by Professor ve: 
y, was published at Paris in 1883. — 
f Nordenskidld’s work, even in its most active 
s, was always the underlying philosophy, sometimes 
» the public very remote and speculative, sometimes 
* not absolutely erroneous, but leading as a rule to : , 
results of practical value. Thus his views on the ae 
sks in igneous rock, originally sketched out thirty-three ae 


in a paper on the geology of Spitzbergen, led ultimately 
us deep borings for water in the gneiss and granite of “4 
: 


den and Finland; some account of these was published in 
al Science for September, 1895. Nordenskiold also busied 


x came ol 


anne ee 


himself with a project for an expedition to the Antarctic, which, 
however, came to nothing at the time. It is interesting, however, ‘ 
to note that his nephew Otto Nordenskidld has been appointed to 


ike command of the Swedish Antarctic expedition. 
At. various periods from 1869 onwards Nordenskisld added to ! 
iis other duties those of politician, sitting in the Swedish Parliament, 


first as Liberal member for Stockholm, and subsequently in the MF , 
Upper House. It is not long since he took part in the deputation es 
that journeyed in vain to St. Petersburg to lay before the Tsar t 
a petition on behalf of the Finnish nation. og 
Baron Nordenskidld leaves a widow, a married daughter, and a 
a son, whose mourning is shared by the whole Swedish nation, and ry * 
by people of culture throughout the world. The son, Erland, is now , 
on an exploring expedition in Patagonia; his elder brother, Gustaf 
Erik Adolf, died in 1895, at the age of 27, thus cutting short 
career that promised to be one of excellence both as geologist i 
nd archeologist F. A. B. G 
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N recording the regret which the world of science feels at the 
loss of Sir Richard Owen, we seem to stand in a more intimate 
and personal relation to him than many others, from the fact, that 
he was not only one of the early and frequent contributors to the 
Geotocrcat Magazine, but also was the official colleague of the 
writer during a quarter of a century. 

Born at Lancaster on the 20th July, 1804, Owen was destined 
for the Medical profession, and passed from school to college in 
Edinburgh, where he matriculated in 1824, passing his medical 
examinations and becoming a member of the Royal College of 
Surgeons in 1827. 

About this time, his love of science was stimulated by a short 
residence in Paris, during which he attended the lectures of the 
illustrious Cuvier, then at the zenith of his greatness. After a 
brief period of private practice, he gladly accepted the position 
of Assistant-Curator of the Hunterian Collections in the College 
of Surgeons, conferred upon him on the recommendation of the 
celebrated Dr. Abernethy. Here he revelled in the examination 
of the uncatalogued preparations of Dr. John Hunter, the most 
distinguished surgeon of the last century.!| He undertook the pre- 
paration of a series of Descriptive and Illustrated Catalogues of the 
specimens of Physiology and Comparative Anatomy ; and later on, 
those of Natural History, Osteology, and Fossil Organic Remains 
preserved in the College Museum (1833-40). In 1834 Owen was 
elected to the Chair of Comparative Anatomy in St. Bartholomew’s, 
carrying the title of “ Professor ;” and in 1835 married the daughter 
of Mr. William Clift, Curator of the Hunterian Museum, his old 
chief officer. In the following year he gained the fellowship 
of the Royal Society and the post of Hunterian Professor in the 
Royal College of Surgeons, which he held until his appointment 
to be Superintendent of the Departments of Natural History in the 
3ritish Museum in 1856. 
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Upon his retirement from office H.M. the Queen graciously con- 
ferred upon him the title of Sir Richard Owen, K.C.B., but in our 
memories he will still remain “ Professor Owen.” 


With gradual decrease of his bodily powers, he passed away on the 
18th Dec., 1892. 
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Wittiam Kircrten Parker, born at his father’s farm at Dogsthorpe, 
near Peterborough, June 23, 1823, died suddenly, of syncope of the 
heart, whilst visiting his second son, Professor W. Newton Parker, at 
Cardiff, July 3,1890. Whilst cheerfull y talking of late discoveries and 
future work in his favourite biological pursuits, he ceased to breathe. 
Accustomed to outdoor life, he was a true lover of nature from the first ; 
the forms, habits, and voices of birds, especially, he knew at an early 
age. Village schooling at Dogsthorpe and Werrington, and a short 
period at Peterborough Grammar School, prepared him for an 
apprenticeship, at fifteen years of age, to Mr. Woodroffe, chemist and 
drnggist, at Stamford; and three years afterwards he was ap- 
prenticed to Mr. Costal, medical practitioner, at Market-Overton. At 
Stamford, studying botany earnestly, he collected and named more 


than 500 species of plants. The fauna also of the fen lands attracted 
his attention—in Borough Fen, Thorpe Fen, Whittlesea, Deeping, 
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and Crowland. Both when living under his father’s roof, and in his 
holidays afterwards, he kept many pet animals, and dissected what- 
ever he could get, including a donkey and many birds. Of the latter 
he prepared skeletons; and of these he made large drawings at 
Market-Overton, which of late years he had some thought of pub- 
lishing as an atlas of the osteology of birds. 

Without the advantages of a university education, and with none 
of those aids to learning afforded by the science schools of the 
present day, he owed all the knowledge which he acquired to an 
intense love of nature, prompting and developing a taste for original 
research; and this, in spite of many obstacles, he assiduously culti- 
vated to the last. 

In December, 1844, he came to London, and entered Charing- 
Cross Hospital as a medical student. Having had an introduction to 
Dr, Todd, he was cordially received by him and encouraged to work 
in bis physiological laboratory at King’s College; and for a time 
he was prosector at Dr. Todd’s lectures. He qualified as Licentiate of 
the Society of Apothecaries in 1849, and commenced to practice at 
Tachbrook Street, Pimlico. Soon afterwards he married Miss Elizabeth 
Jeffery. His wife’s patient calmness under all difficulties and trials 
was a true blessing to a man of Mr. Parker’s excitable temperament 
and indifferent health; and her unselfish life and wide-spread in- 
fluence for good are well known in and beyond the family cirele. 
Unfortunately, he was left a widower about four months before his 
death. He left three daughters and four sons. Of the latter, one is 
a Fellow of the Royal Society, and Professor of Zoology and Com- 
parative Anatomy in the University of Otago, New Zealand; the 
second is Professor of Biology in the University College at Cardiff, 
South Wales; the third is an able draughtsman and lithographer ; 
and the fourth has taken his diplomas of L.R.C.P. and M.R.C.S. 

Mr. Parker had a good father, courteous and gentle by nature, 
conscientious, and earnest in business, who had worked hard to be 
able to give even his youngest son, Mr. W. K. Parker, “a start in 
life.” From his placid and thoughtful mother he probably inherited 
much of his love of reading and readiness to learn. 

Always energetic, in spite of ill-health, Mr. Parker enthusiastically 
carried on his medical work and his natural-history studies, especially 
in the microscopical structure of animal and vegetable tissues. 
Polyzoa and Foraminifera, collected on a visit to Bognor, and from 
among sponge-sands and Oriental sea-shells, especially engaged his 
attention. Having sorted, mounted, and drawn numbers of these 
Microzoa, he was induced, about 1856, by his friends W. Crawford 
Williamson and T. Rupert Jones to work at the Foraminifera syste- 
matically. His paper on the Miliolitide of the Indian Seas (‘ Transact. 
Microscopical Society,’ 1858), and a joint paper (with T. R. Jones) 
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on the Foraminifera of the Norwegian Coast (‘Annals and Mag. 
Nat. Hist.,’ 1857) resulted ; and the latter formed the basis of a memoir 
on the “ Arctic and North-Atlantic Foraminitera” (‘ Phil. Trans.,’ 
1865). With T. Rupert Jones, and afterwards with W. B. Carpenter 
and H. B. Brady, Mr. Parker, down to 1873, described and illustrated 
many groups and species of Foraminifera, recent and fossil (see 
Sherborn’s recent‘ Bibliography of Foraminifera,’ for these papers and 
memoirs), thereby establishing more accurately a natural classifica- 
tion of these Protozoa, determining their bathymetrical conditions, 
and therefore their value in geology. The important share which he 
took in the preparation of Dr. Carpenter’s ‘Introduction to the 
Study of the Foraminifera,’ 4to, published by the Ray Society in 
1862, is acknowledged in the preface of that handsome volume. 
That he did not neglect anatomical research is shown by memoirs in 
the Proceedings and Transactions of the Linnean, Zoological, and 
Microscopical Societies on the osteology (chiefly cranial) and syste- 
matic position of Baleniceps (1860), Pterocles (1862), Palamedea 
(1863), Gallinaceous Birds and Tinamous (1862 and 1866), Kagu 
(1864 and 1869), Parrot (1865), Ostriches (1866), Microglossa (1865), 
Common Fowl (1869), Hel (‘ Nature,’ 1871), skull of Frog (1871), of 
Crow (1872), Salmon, Tit, Sparrow-hawk, Thrushes, Sturgeon, Pig, 
and Aigithognathous Birds (1873), Woodpecker and Passeres (1875). 
In the meantime the Ray Society had brought out his valuable 
‘Monograph on the Structure and Development of the Shoulder- 
girdle and Sternum in the Vertebrata’ (1868) ; and his Presidential 
addresses to the Royal Microscopical Society (1872, 1873), and notes 
on the Archwopteryx (1864) and the fossil Bird bones from the 
Zebbug Cave, Malta (1865 and 1862), had been published. Subse- 
quently the Royal Society’s Transactions contained his abundantly 
illustrated memoirs on the skull of the Batrachia (1878 and 1880), 
of the Urodelous Amphibia (1877), the Common Snake (1878), 
Sturgeon (1882), Lepidosteus (1882), Hdentata (1886), Insectivora 
(1886), and his elaborate memoir on the development of the wing of 
the Common Fowl (1888). In the ‘ Reports of the “ Challenger ”’ is 
his memoir on the Green Turtle (1880). Those on the Cypselide 
(‘ Zoologist,’ 1889), on Tarsipes (Dundee, 1889), the. Duck and the 
Auk (Dublin, 1890), Gallinaceous Birds (for the Linnean Society), 
and the Hoatzin (Opisthocomus cristatus) for the Zoological Society, 
are his last works. 

Im former times a skull was regarded as little more than a dry, 
symmetrical, bony structure; or, if it were the cartilaginous brain- 
case of a shark, it was to most a mere dried museum specimen. 
When, however, the gradations of the elements of the skull, from 
embryonic beginnings, were traced until their mutual relations and 
their homologues in other Vertebrates were established, light was 
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thrown on the wonderful completeness of organic uniformity and 
singleness of design. How such studies can be carried on both by 
minute dissection and the modern art of parallel slicing, and not by 
one method alone, is to be gathered from his teaching. 

As a draughtsman, Mr. Parker particularly excelled, and the value 
of his numerous memoirs was greatly enhanced by the excellence of 
the plates, the figures in which were drawn by himself. The article 
on the Anatomy of Birds in the ‘Encyclopedia Britannica’ also 
bears evidence to his industry and knowledge. 

No man can have worked harder at science, in the intervals of 
professional duties, than he did, and it is scarcely surprising that the 
short intervals which he allowed himself for rest affected his health 
and compelled him to limit his practice. Like a true naturalist, 
however, he allowed his love of science to triumph over any desire 
for worldly gain, and it was well known to his friends that some of 
his best scientific work was accomplished during actual physical 
suffering, furnishing him, as he would say, with a pleasant distrac- 
tion from his ailments. 

In 1864 he was elected into the Zoological Society without the 
usual fees; and soon afterwards the Linnean Society paid him the 
same high compliment. 

Mr. Parker was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society in 1865, and 
in the year following he received a Royal Medal for his comprehen- 
sive, exact, and useful researches in the developmental osteology, or 
embryonal morphology, of Vertebrates. Some few years afterwards 
the Royal Society made him an annual grant to aid in the prosecution 
of his studies; and, when that was discontinued, a pension from the 
Crown was graciously and appropriately awarded to him. A 
generous friend, belonging to a well-known Wesleyan family, more 
than once presented £100 towards the cost of some of the numerous 
plates illustrating his grand memoirs in the ‘ Philosophical Transac- 
tions.’ He was elected Fellow of King’s College, London, in 1875. 
In 1873 he had received the diploma as Member of the Royal College 
of Surgeons, and was appointed Hunterian Professor of Com- 
parative Anatomy and Physiology, Professor Flower being invalided 
for a time; and aferwards both held the Professorship conjointly. 
His earnestness and wide views were well appreciated, opening up the 
modern aspect of comparative anatomy, and showing that both in 
Man and the Lower Vertebratés the wonderful structural develop- 
ment of their bony framework should be studied in a strictly 
morphological rather than a teleological method, and that its stages 
and resultant forms could be regarded only in the Darwinian aspect. 

These lectures, given in abstract in the medical journals, became 
the basis of his ‘Morphology of the Skull,’ in editing which Mr. G. 
T. Bettany ably assisted him; and in a less scientific book, ‘On 
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Mammalian Descent,’ another friend (Miss Arabella Buckley, now 
Mrs. Fisher) similarly helped him. In the latter work, his own 
usual style frequently predominates, full of metaphor and quaint 
allusions, originating in his imaginative and indeed poetic mind, 
fully impregnated with ideas and expressions frequent in his favourite 
and much-read books—Shakespeare, Bacon, Milton, some of the old 
divines, and, above all, the old English Bible. 

Separating himself from the trammels of foregone conclusions, and 
from the formulated, but imperfect, misleading conceptions of some 
of his predecessors in biology, whom he left for the teaching of Rathke, 
Gegenbaur, and Huxley, Professor W. K. Parker earnestly inculcated 
the necessity of single-sighted research, and the following up of any 
unbiassed elucidations, to whatever natural conclusion they may lead. 
Simple and firm in Christian faith, resolute in scientific research, he 
felt free from dread of any real collision between science and religion. 
He insisted that “‘our proper work is not that of straining our too 
feeble faculties at system-building, but humble and patient attention 
to what nature herself teaches, comparing actual things with actual ” 
(‘Proc. Zool. Soc.,’ 1864) ; and in his “‘Shoulder-girdle, &e.,” p. 2, 
he writes: “Then, in the times to come, when we have ‘prepared 
our work without, and made it fit for ourselves in the field,’ we shall 
be able to build a ‘system of anatomy’ which shall truly represent 
Nature, and not be a mere reflection of the mind of some one of 
her talented observers.” 

Again, at p. 225. in illustration of some results of his work, he 
says :—‘ The first instance I have given of the Shoulder-girdle (in 
the Skate) may be compared to a clay model in its first stage, or to 
the heavy oaken furniture of our forefathers, that ‘stood pond’rous 
and fixed by its own massy weight.’ As we ascend the Vertebrate 
scale, the mass becomes more elegant, more subdivided, and more 
metamorphosed, until, in the Bird class and among the Mammals, 
these parts form the framework of limbs than which nothing can be 
imagined more agile or more apt. So also, as it regards the sternum ; 
at first a mere outcropping of the feebly developed costal arches in 
the Amphibia, it becomes the key-stone of perfect arches in 
the true Reptile; then the fulcrum of the exquisitely constructed 
organs of flight in the Bird; and, lastly, forms the mobile front-wall 
of the heaving chest of the highest Vertebrate.” 

Professor W. K. Parker was a Fellow of the Royal, Linnean, 
Zoological, and Royal Microscopical Societies; Fellow of King’s 
College, London; Honorary Member of the Philosophical Society of 
Cambridge, and the Medical and Chirurgical Society. He was also a 
Member of the Imperial Society of Naturalists of Moscow, and Corre- 
sponding Member of the Imperial Geological Institute of Vienna, 
and the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia. In 1885 he 
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received from the Royal College of Physicians the Bayly Medal, 
“Ob physiologiam feliciter excultam.” 

In conversations shortly before his death, he often spoke of looking 
forward throughout his life-time (alas! how quickly shortened !) to 
continued application of all the energy he could devote to his useful 
work—at once a consolation to him and a duty. 

He has well expressed his own view on biological pursuits, at 
p. 363 of the ‘Morphology of the Skull’ :—“ The study of animal 
morphology leads to continually grander and more reverent views of 
creation and of a Creator. Each fresh advance shows us further 
fields for conquest, and at the same time deepens the conviction that, 
while results and secondary operations may be discovered by human 
intelligence, ‘no man can find out the work that God maketh from 
the beginning to the end.’ We live as in a twilight of knowledge, 
charged with revelations of order and beauty; we steadfastly look 
for a perfect light, which shall reveal perfect order and beauty.” 

An unworldly seeker after truth, and loved by all who knew him 
for his uprightness, modesty, unselfishness, and generosity to fellow- 
workers, always helping young inquirers with specimens and infor- 
mation, he is Jost to sight as a friend and father, but lives in the 
minds of his fellow-workers, of those whom he so freely taught, and of 
his bereaved relatives*as a great and good man, whose beneficent in- 
fluence will ever be felt in a wide-spreading and advancing science 


by thoughtful and appreciative men. 
T. R. J. and J. E. H. 


HARRISON AND SONS, PRINTERS IN ORDINARY TO HER MAJESTY, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, 
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TO THE RED LIONS IN THEIR DEN AT | f : ‘ zi 
PRESENTED Bore 1600 | Nor you, ye Rich! incur the hideous fault 


Of failing, year by year, the means to raise, 
T’ explore each long-drawn aisle and fretted vault ; 
To disinter the great of ancient days. 
AN ELEGY WRITTEN IN A COUNTRY BONE-CAVE. 
| For thee, who, mindful of the unhonoured dead, 
By Dr. Stoxu-Pocns Gray. | Dost in these lines thine artless tale relate, 
| If chance, by lonely Contemplation led, 
Some kindred spirit shall inquire thy fate, 


One of the Papers not read before the British Association | 


at Eveter, 1869. Haply some hoary-headed swain may say, 


“‘ Oft have I seen him striding down the glen, 
Kicking with hasty steps the mud away, 


FULL many a tooth with cutting-edges keen To seek Machairodus in yonder den. 


A é4 
The dark unfathomed caves of Kent’s Hole bear ; A 
Full many a lovely coprolite, I ween, “ The clergy loved him dearly ; called him brother ; Ltd : 
There wastes its sweetness on the desert air. Oft helped him t’ excavate deep bowls of wassail ; 


He loved them in return; but could not smother 


Some Felis leo, that with dauntless breast The keen desire he felt that they were fossil. 


The tyrant huge Machairodus withstood, 
Some mute inglorious Mammoth here may rest, ‘ One day I missed him on the accustomed mount, x 
Some Pika, guiltless of his country’s blood. The wooded glen, and near yon fine oak-tree ; ya 
Another came, nor yet beside the fount, Zz 
For them no more the blazing fire shall burn, | Nor in the copse, nor at the Cave was he; 
Nor busy hunter seek their trails with care ; hat 
Or lie in ambush waiting their return, “The next, with dirges due, in sad array, 
Or strive to catch them in some artful snare. Slow through the church-way path we saw him borne; 
Approach, and read the unpretending lay car 
Their lot forbade—alas ! what could they do ?— Graved on the stone beneath yon aged thorn.” KH 
To travel in a Wombwell’s cage confined ; ; i 
Forbade to wade through slaughter to the Zoo, 4 
To gaze through iron gratings on Mankind. - 


Here rests his head on balls of album gracum, 
A youth who loved Cave-earth and stalagmite ; thas 
If fossil bones they held, he’d keenly seek ’em 


MacEnery’s spirit lingers there, to muse 
On facts exhumed with heterodoxy big ; 
4 : Z 
’ 


And many a precious relic roun strews 
Pes Pp s relic ro d he strew 8, Exhume and name them with supreme delight. 
vat teach the Anthropologists to dig. | j 


His hammer, chisels, compass lie beside him ; 

His friends have o’er him piled this heap of stones. 
Alas! Alas! Poor fellow ! woe betide him 

If, in the other world, there are no bones. 


Let not Ambition mock their useful toil, 
hs : cies Eee : 
Their homely joys within this ancient grave ; 
| Nor Grandeur hear with a disdainful smile 
1 5 . 
The short but pregnant annals of the Cave. 
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Professor Josrpu Prestwicn, D.C.L., F.R.S., F.G.S., F.C.S., 
Assoc. Inst. C.E., Corr. Inst. France, etc., etc. 
(With a Portrait.) 
O"%. venerable friend Professor Prestwich, who has now attained 
f 


his 82nd year, may serve as an admirable illustration of the law 
of “the survival of the fittest,” for years have failed to dim either 
the brightness of his eyes, or the clearness of his intellect; the only 
sign of advanced longevity being the inability to undertake those 
long walks: over the Chalk Hills around Shoreham, in which he, till 
lately, delighted to indulge. : 
The descendant of an old Lancashire family, Joseph Prestwich 
was born at Pensbury, Clapham, near London, March 12th, 1812. 
He received his early education near London, passed two years at 
Paris in a school attached to the College Bourbon, thence he was 
transferred to Dr. Valpy’s at Reading, and finally entered University 
College, Gower Street, thea just established. 
~ As far back as 1849 the Geological Society awarded Mr. Prestwich 
the Wollaston Medal for his researches on the Coalfield of Coalbrook 
Dale, and those on the Tertiary districts of London and Hampshire. 
In 1865 the Royal Society awarded him a Royal Medal for his con- 
tributions to Geological Science, and more especially for his paper 
in the Philosophical Transactions, “On the Occurrence of Flint 
Implements associated with the Remains of Extinct Species in beds 
of a late Geological Period in France and England ;” and that “On 
the Theoretical Considerations on the Conditions under which the 
Drift Deposits containing the remains of Extinct Mammalia and 
Flint Implements were accumulated, and on their Geological Age.” 
Professor Prestwich served the office of President of the Geo- 
logical Society of London from 1870-72. He was made a Vice- 
President of the Royal Society, 1870-71. ' In 1874 the Institute of 
Civil Engineers awarded him a Telford Medal and premium for his 
paper on the “Geological conditions affecting the construction of 
Nag a Tunnel, between France.and England.” 
At the annual Réunion of the Geological Society of France, at 
Boulogne, in 1880, Professor Prestwich was elected President .of 
4 the meeting; and in 1885 the Institute of France elected him a 
Corresponding Member of the Academy of Sciences. In 1886 the 
first vol. (Chemical and Physical) of his work on “ Geology” was 
i), 1d by the Clarendon Press. The second vol. (Stratigraphical 
es and Paleontological) with a Geological Map of Europe appeared in 
1888. In the same year the University of Oxford conferred upon 
him the honorary degree of D.C.L. He was elected President of 
the “Congrés Géologique International,” which held its session. in 
London in September, 1888. His latest papers were read before the 
Geological Society of London, “On the pre-Glacial Drifts of the 
South of England, with a view to determine a base for the Quaternary 
Series, and to ascertain the Period of the Genesis of the Thames 
Valley” (see Quart. Journ. Geol. Soc. 1890, vol. xlvi. pp. 84, 120, 
155). “On the Age of the Valley of the Darent and remarks on 
the Paleolithic Flint Implements of the District,” etc., in, which 
he shows that on the high chalk plateaux of Kent there are flint 
impelments of a peculiar rude type fashioned by a race of men of 
much greater.antiquity than those who made the implements of the 
Thames and Somme Valleys (op. cit. vol. xlvii. 1891, pp. 126-163). 
“Qn the Raised Beaches and ‘Head’ or Rubble-drifts of the South 
of England,” ete. (op. cit. vol. xlviii. 1892, pp. 263-343). “On the 
Evidences of a Submergence of Western Burope at the close of the 
Glacial Period,” ete. (Royal Soc. Proc. Bebr28, 1893). F 
Since Professor Prestwich’s retirement from the Oxford Chair, in 
1888, he’ has mostly resided at his country seat, Darent Hulme, 
Shoreham, Kent, a charming house built to his own taste some 25 
years ago, full of quaint geological pictures by Emest Griset; and 
even in its architecture illustrating geology at every turn. Hero he 
divides his time between his garden and his library, always in 
association with Mrs.. Prestwich, his ever-constant companion an 
most enthusiastic scientific friend, adviser, and co-worker, the beloved 
nieve of the late Dr. Hugh Falconer, F.R.S: H.W: 
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